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S-2450 & 2450-A
Effects of the Intensigied Air War
' Against North Vietnam

‘No Date Map of North Vietnam showing bombing targets (T think)-

No Date Blind Memo re Effects of the Intensified Air War Against
North Vietnam (lst and 2nd draft)

29 Aug 67 Helms to the President memo re Effects of the Intensified
Air War Against North Vietnam

30 Aug 67 Helms to Rostow informal note re additional info
' requested on above subject

- Attachment: Helms to The President memo, dated
30 Aug 67, re Effects «wf the Intensifie
Air War Against North Vietnam (state-=
ments on the manpower problem in NVN;
essential military traffic in NVN)
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Mr. Walt W. Rostow

This 48 the additional paper you requested
last evening.

Since it was your initiative, I leave en~-
tirely to you whether or not you pass this on
to the President.

(P Y PBunogned Tl tonn

Richard Helnms

Attachment

V////' 30 Rugust 1967
ER
1531

(Attachment: Let to the President, Subject:
Effects of the Intensified Air
War Against North Vietnam.
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NENORANOUN FOR: The Presideat

SUNIRCT : Effeects of the Intenaified Air
War igainst North Vietmam

m is ¥orth Vietaes

1. The overvhelaiag weight of evidence
imdientes that North Vietnamese BARDOWEY IeSOUrces
are almost certainly mors than adequate to support
the war effort at preseast levels for an exteaded
period and probably are adequate to spport an
sxpanded effort.

¥e fesl thess duta and smalyses give us » ressonably
clear picture of the general nanpover situation.
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8. Although conflicting reports make it
impossible to determine the precise terms for
comseription, we believe that the present draft
age im 17-35. ¥We have & few reports that 18 year
olds have been drafted. We regard these occur-
rences 28 atypical and probably reflective of local
recruitaent problems, or useven and arbitrary
application of draft regulations, rather than
sations]l conscription policies. The lowering of
the draft age would be an extreme measure which
we estimate Hanoi would oot adopt until it had
exksusted the several sther options available for
fuller mobilization of its manpower resources.

Rssential Military Traffic im North Vietsam
3. Ve define essentizl military traffic as

the movement of material and equipment necessary
for the defense of North Vietnam and the logistic
sugport of its military establishment in both North
and BSounth Yietnam. Ye include in this traffic the
supplies and equipment needed to maintzin the

Approved For Release 2007/03/05EZ{;;PR%I78TO2095R000600070001-6




Approved For Release 2007/03/OSE@ﬁ?‘F?STOZOQSROOOBOOO?OOO’I-6

logistical pipelines, and the supply regquireaents
(excluding food) of the Commumnist forces im South
Vietnan.

4. In terms of military imports from abrosd,
this traffic amounts currently to 550 toas s day.
Bost of this is coansumed within North Vietnmam. Only
slightly over 10 percent of this amount--80 tons a
day~— iz wmoved out of North Yietmem to maintain its
logistic pipelines and to support the Communist
foress in South Vietnmam. The movement of this
traffic requires the use of less than 5 percent of
ths capacity available for moving imports into
North Vietnam and well below 10 percent of the
capacity of the infiltration routes through Laos.

8. The bombings have greatly complicated the
movement of military traffic to the South and
raised the internal requirements for war materiel.
Imports of antizircraft smminition during 1966,
for sxample, were doulle the volume imported during
1965, and will be eoven greator in 1987,

pe.. 3
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6. The air interdictlion program has had
1ittle impact, however, on the actual volume of
ailitary supplies being delivered to South Vietnam.
It would, moreover, not be a restraining factor in
determining the amounts of troops or supplies North
vieteam might wish to move south in the future.
Assuming that North Vietnam must saintein infiltra-
tion st its current rates in order to replace losses,
we estimate that it would not be able to put more
thap mm sdditional 70,000 troops in South Vietmam
without sscrificing minimum home defense require-
seRts. This force increaze would raise daily external
logistic requirements in South Vietnam by only 10
tons & day, assuming the greater part of their food
continues to come from Cambodia. Thus, the flow of
silitary traffic would still remain below any capacity
levels to which air attack could reasonably be expected
to reduce the infiltrution routes.

£ ey etz Hels
Richard Helmx
bDirector
ODDI { |
Distribution:
Orig and 2 - Addressee CONCUR:
1 -~ DBirector "y .
1 - DDX mﬂ g WWYs/ n. 5. soiuy
1 - OER
R. J. SHITH

30 August 19867
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